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in eodem generali concilio sunt statutae; per apostolica vobis scripta
mandamus, quatenus cum metropolitanum noscamini non haberes
auctoritate nostra provinciale concilium celebretis.1
There is no information as to whether a copy of the
Lateran Decrees was included in this letter or whether the
Scottish bishops who attended the General Council were
expected to possess copies of their own, but it is evident
that the bishops had the Lateran Decrees beside them
when they compiled the constitutions.
The first provincial council of all to be held after the
Lateran Council in the British Isles was that of Dublin,
about the year 1217 or 1218, for the Church in Ireland.
Only in one clause is the Lateran Council actually men-
tioned, but some eighteen clauses seem to repeat decrees of
the General Council.
Nothing is known of any Council held in the province
of York to republish the Lateran Decrees. This province
only contained two bishoprics, Durham and Carlisle, be-
side that of York itself, and there seems to be very little
material extant dealing with provincial or diocesan synods.
None of the bishops of the northern province appear to
have issued constitutions until M. Richard le Poore was
translated from Salisbury to Durham in 1228.
In the province of Canterbury the Council of Oxford was
followed by the issuing of episcopal constitutions in various
dioceses, in most cases at diocesan synods. The custom of
making such publications appears to have first become
popular in the reign of Henry III. Concerning these
diocesan constitutions there are various problems to be
solved. An examination of them at once makes it clear
that the great majority of them are based on a common
source. This source was not either the Lateran Council
or the Council of Oxford. It would be satisfactory to
think that the authority was a set of constitutions issued at
a provincial synod by the Archbishop of Canterbury in
obedience to the eighth canon of the Lateran Council and
that the bishops of the province, also in obedience to that
canon, reissued the constitutions at diocesan synods. Un-
fortunately the available evidence does not tend to this
1 Concilia, L 607.